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County Regiſters, &c, 

Motiorr being made inthe Houſe of Commons in the Reign 

* "of Queen Eljzaberh;' for leave to bring in a Bill to pro- 

hibit Uſury, a-great States-man' then in| the Houſe oppo- 

ſed it, and-conchided his Arguments for the continuance 

of 'it, with this memorable Aphoriſm, Le any Mar ſhew 

me a Country without Uſury,' and 1 will ſhew him one without Trade or Riches. 

Than which none of the Mathematical Principles are- more certain, -or 
es... > apt dr cit. 

Frueit is in the meantime; that no ſort of Men are, or deſerved to 

bemore odions than the Gripjmg Uſurer;, 'but then it is the abuſe of the 

thing that makes him ſo. Lethida take a' reaſonable Intereſt for his 

Money, and treat the Men he deals with' fairly, and upon the Square, and 

no Man deſerves mare'Love' than'he: *'Bat this is ſo hard to be expected 

from that ſort of "Men, 'that they are feared and ſuſpefted before they 

are guilty of any ilt thing. -The Truft they give is 'too often abuſed, 

and arotan makes them think of taking Reprizalsnpon the reſt of Man- 

kind that have not injured-them ; «nd the diſtruſt they ſhew is in ſome 


ſort juſtified by the ill, Actions of needy and deſigning Men, that. ap- 
pear what they are not, hoth.for Golour'and Subſtance; "Honeſty. and 


This is it that makes Banks and Regiffers for-Lands ſo neceſſary,thar 
the Lender may have a certainty to receive his own again with Profit, 
and the Borrower, being delivered from the ſuſpicion of Fraud, or il] 
Deſigns, may not pay for other Mens Perfidy and Breach of Truſt. As 
to Fe FKyeral, Banks. now ereQed 1: am not againſt them,” they may 
have thefr UE as to” ſome'Men :- Bit-ro turn all the Riches of - the Nati- 
on into theſe” Channels, muſt of Neceſſity ruin the Nobility and Gen- 
try of this Nation ;; becauſe they will poſſeſs at. all times ſuch a Maſs 
of Treaſiire, that no one fingle Man, how t ſoever, can defend him- 
ſelf -againlſt their united Purſe and Intereſt. And when they. have rn- 
ined a few to ſhew-their Power, they will become i terrible to-the 
reſt, that there will be no other- Remedy, but' to Petition them for 
Mercy ; a Virtue not often found in fingle Perſons, but much rarer in 
Bodies of Men ; who dividing or ſharing the infamy of an ill Adtion, 

account 


account each Man's Share of it ſo ſmall, that it is not "worth regarding, 
and the rather, becauſe every: -individanm of -the whole Maſs will pre- 
tend to have had no hand init, and to be againſt what the whole. 
and then the Pocts Queſtion is calily admi Quid | ſalvis infamia Nummis ? 
Who would not be infamous to be rich 
' The Way between theſe Rocks on the Right and Left Hand is, the 
opening County Regi/Fers 51 Thok of fingle Mannors being too ſmall, and 
thoſe of the whole or a great: part of the Nation, too big both for 
the Gover r, and them that are to” deal with .them.,.. 1n'theſe lat- 
ter Banks 2 Man is farced/to putthe Tirle of his iate the Hands 
of unknown Men before he can be truſted ; and then is truſted no 
-fx:ther, nor loager than they th by dramſeglibe ſind, *y have 
himin their 1alons,: and -cag.. .cruſ -bim when they, pleaſe ; and*if he 
once $43ls (and'who may; nos;2.). into . the 
: he cannot deliver himſelf, andno Maa kc will "are to-do itz? But in 
- a County | Regilter, rhe Title-as well. as Ron of he 


Owner till he willingly parts 
o ed Cota viveſted of he has. 
yu por wh, and d they ER onable RES pay "emf; and 
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Bowls, *and Gre the = Omni 
Ce ED rl ther become nakabtabe as their preſeat 
| mſtances,) what ould e Men do ? 
OFetio tbe: preſent. -Gir ; = miſerable | 


The in Vſarer bovers over t "ſeize upon them : 
TOE 6 Oe z..£e-catch, them in thede- 


ſcent; anda they. mu all, one to. one of them, if 
rhe. gp ves ".Falamet do not deliver theſe 
jeg 
tion; and:fnice that. "rimb: it;has-ever been de : Deſired y all that 
| had need af it, 064 oppanane the pets 
_ and Reaſons without. ,Moubt, MON ly, none of the 
beſt.; andin trath 43 Has: halemion bots 


hops tn the clo#e of this-Paper. 

. Brit. there-is ane Res A OI ures 
Nation, that, 1 hope, is ty to. urtubts, a 
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(3) 
a3 they can, and if the Nation will not take care of them, they will takeghe 
beſt care they can of themſelves, which is the Voice of theſe Yolumary 


Banks; the Miſchief of which I have hinted at. Theſe going on, will in 


length of time do all that the County Regiſters would have done, but to 
the damage of the Nation, eſpecially of the Gentry and lande4 Men, The 
old Methods, and Law-maxims were well enough two or three hundred 
yearsagone, when we made noother uſe of our ſmall Ships but Fiſhing aad 


, Tranſporting our Forces into France : When the elder Son was a Captain, 


and ali the younger Sons Soldiers under him or ſome other great Man. Then 
Lands pay no Debts was a prudent Proviſion for the Preſ-rvation of Families; 
but it has ruined more in the laſt Century than it has preſerved ; for ir. 
they pay no Debts they deſerve no Credit; and cannot be uſeful in the way 
of Trade, rhe much hetter way of imploying the younger Children than 
that of ſending them into the Field to be returned back Beggars and Cripples 
for the remainder of their wretched Lives. | \ 

Trade is now become the Darling of Mankind,and if the French Leviath.z., 
did not mike War neceilary would have beat our Swords into Plow-ſhares, 
and our Spears into Pruning- hooks, the much more uſeful and humane [n- 
ſtruments, which are attended with the Bleſſing of God and Man ; whilit 
the fruitleſs Lavwrels of the proudeſt Viaors have ever been deeply dren- 
ched in Blood and Tears, and at lait blaſtzd by the Curſes of both. 8Sut 
then Trale and T;wſt are ſuch Reciprocals, Correlatives each to other, thaz 
they muſt ſtand and fall rogether : Without Truſt there can be no Trade, 
and without Trade there will not be much Wealth, the Foundation of T7u/t. 

Were any thing to be impoſed upon the reſt of the Nation, it were no 
wonder if it met with oppoſition, but all that is deſired is a bare Permiſſi- 
on for ſuch as pleaſe to Regiſter their Free-hold Lands, their Quantity and 
Quality, and the Values and Titles of them, that all Mankind may know 
what Incumbrances are upon them, and how far they may with ſafety re- 
ly upon them by way cf Mortgage or Purchaſe, for the. Payment of the 
Debts now upon them, and the Support of the Publick Charges; the Pro- 
viſion for younger Children, and the promoting thereby the Trade and 
Commerce of- the Nation; which ſeems not poſlible to be carried on with- 
out ſuch an Aſſiſtance, bur be ſure cannot ſq well be done without it. | 

As ſome Families, ſo perhaps ſome Counties may not have an equal need 
or ſence ofthis benefit : Let but the Soxth- Eaſtern Cougties that border near 
upon London, . Eſſex, Hertfordſhire, Cambridgeſlnre, Suffolk, and Norfolk, &c. 
have this | i;erty, and let the reſt that defire it not, be left in ary quo, till 
they ſee how thoſe that delire it fare, and then do as they think fir. 

Having thus, by way of Introduttion, alittle opened my way, I come 
now to the thing mainly intended , and to ſhew my Thoughts upon 
ir,, with the Reaſois of them, that ſo others may the better judge of them. 
And firſt, The Reaſons why 1 prefer County Regiſters before one Gene- 
ral Regiſter in Loader (which yet might perh: ps do well enough for ti.oſe 
Counties that border near upon RY ts firſt, | 


I, For 
1 


/ 


(4) 


rt. For the diſperſing the Wealth, the Vital Blood of a State, proportio- 
Fi alike toall the parts of the Body Politick ; that ſome may not be 0- 
ver-nouriſhed, and others ſtarved, butethat this nutritive Juice may be e- 
{ery where, and near at hand to ferve all Mens emergent Meceſlities, 

2. That the Borzower and Lender may the more ealily tranſaQt their Af- 
fairs and be known each to other ; which is a great Foundation of that 
mutual Truſt and Confidence that ought to be between them. 

3. For the more eaſie knowledge of the Quantity, Quality and Value of 


'the Lands that are to be the Funds upon which the Truſt is built, theſe Þ 


to many of the Creditors will be known before-hand z and as to the reſt, 
with ſmall Expence, may be viewed and enquired 'into ; which is difficult 
to be Gone in remote and very diſtant Counties, which much alters the Va- 
lue of Lands. ; 

4. For the more eaſie Payment cf Intereſt: whilſt the Truſt continues, 
and of the Principal when it is to be paid in, tome it ſeems but reaſonable, 
the Borrower ard the Lender ſhould live like Man and Wife together, 
tha* they may have an Eye upon each others Demeanour, but with the 1i- 
berty of taking out a Bill of Divorce in cauſe of Fealouſie on either 
jjde. | : 

5. And to that purpoſe I would have it as eafie for them to part as it 
was at firſt to meet ; if there is in the ſame County a Center in which all the 
Money and much of the Lands may meet, where the borrower will ſeldom 
fail of what he wants,and the Lender as rarely be long without a Cuſtomer for 
his Money : So that a Man may pay a Debt when he pleaſe, without any 
injury to his Creditor'; The want of which liberty has been the ruin of 
many a Family, and therefore ought to be taken care of. | 

6. Not only great, but ſmall Sums may be lodged here, which will be a 
means to bring many a Family out of Debt. I have known a good Hus- 
band ber-2w an Hundred Pound of five ſeveral Men, and pay them all 
off one after another, that could never have paid an Hundred Pound at 
one ſingle Payment, And this may calily be done in a County Regifter, 
but is not poſlivleto be done 1n a general one. | | 


The Regiſt er. Next the Place, the Perſon, or the Rc7i/er that is to be 

truſted, is of principal conce7n ; and, I think, he ought to 
be a Gentleman of good Education, and of an Eſtate of two, three, or four 
Hundred Pound Lands the Year within the County, that he may be above 
the Temptation or Suſpicion of doing mean and unworthy things ; and that 
he may have wherewith to anſwer it, if he ſhall knowingly be guilty of a- 
ny Frand or Chezt, that Men may the more willingly truſt him with the 
Cuſtody of their Writings, and of theſe precious Records. 

Yet I think it were convenient, that he ſhould not be a praQtifing Law- 
yer, but rather an Underſtanding and right honeſt Gentleman, that ſcorns 
to trick or be trick?d, and will do right to the Pooreſt and the k icheſt with- 
Qut any reſpe& of Perſons : Altho? there is not many ſuch, yet ſome ſuch 
may be found in every County. This 
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This Perſon may at firſt be choſen by the body of the Free-men of the 
County, having Lands and Tenements to the value of 20, 30, 40,0r 50 !. 
the Year, it being too great a Concern to Le committed to the Cottagers 
of a County, Men that have not Diſcretion to chooſe wiſely ; nor ver) 
often will they be ruled by them that have : So that as the great Concer 
is that of the great Free-holders, they only ought to chooſe the Man they 
will truſt with their Eſtates : And this Regiſter cught to be for Life, if 
2 not found guilty of any thing that he ſhall Geſerve to be diſpla- 
ced for. | 

But when the Regiſter is once eſtabliſhed, then the Ele&ion ovght to be 
made only by thoſe Free-holders whoſe Eſtates are regiſtred, and not by 
them who have no intereſt in the Perſon or Office. For what reaſon is It ano- 
ther Man, who has neither Lands nor Writings in the Office, ſhould in- 
termedle with that he is not concerned in : And if any Man ſhould preſume 
to give his Vote not being qualified as above, not only his Vote ſhould 
go for nothing, hut he deſerves to be proſecuted and fined for invading 
the Property of his Neighbours ; nor is it poſſible too great a care ſhould 
be taken in this Aﬀeair. | 

The Ele&ion in all other things may be managed like that of the Knights 
of the Shire by the Sheriff in the County Court by Majority of ſach Voices. 
and the Ele&ion determined by the Sheriff and principal Gentry then 
aſſembled, and declared by a Pair of Indentures, one part to be filed 1a 
the high Court of Chazcery, and the other in the County Regiſter, whica 
is to be the Regiſters Commiſſion, And if it be required, a Polland Scru- 
tiny admitted, than no doubt may be of the Majority of Voices. 

Being thus eleQed, a very ſtri& Oath may be given him by the Clerk of 
the Peace, in the Preſence of the Sheriff and Gentry there preſent, for the 
true, impartial-and faithful Adminiſtration of the ſaid Office towards al! 
concerned alike. | | 

Being thus conſtituted, he may have the Authority of a Judge of Re- 
cord ; and nothing that zs entred or ſigned by him to be diſputed as to the 
Fact in Law or Equity ; and, I think, he might be allowed to take R ecogni- 
Zances for ſe:curity of Money, with the Afﬀiſtance, and in the Preſence of - 
twoor three. Perfons of good Worth andouality ;and to ftate Accopnts, 
and doallother Ads commonly done by the Maſters in Chaxcery; one of which - 
in extraordinary, it were convenient he ſhould ever be reputed to be in the 
ſaid County, by Virtue of the Ac that appoints the Office. | 

The Methods of the keeping and the entering the Lands and Teaements 
in this Regiſter, may be the ſamethat is now uſed in Fes and Recoveries ;, 
- that is, with the ſame Brevity and Perſpicuity, reciting the Qpantity, 

Cuality, Value of the Lands, and in whoſe Occupation they then are, agd 
in what Towns they lie. And this may be done ina few Words ; and 
in the.Cloſe, what Title the Claiment hath, and what Incumbrances there 
are upon it. And if no more be proved within ſix Months after the faid 


Entry, then that to be the Title and State of the Lands ſo entered, and 


fo: 


(6) 
ſor the future no charge to be brought upon them but what ſhall be 
there centred, and in the order they are there entred, and no o-- 
ther. 0 

All the Principal Evidences alſo, or Dezds relating to the Lands fo 
entred, may at firſt, at leaſt, be left in th2 Cuſtody of the Regiſter till 
the Title is by the AR fixed, or Tranſcripts of them to he declared by 
Law, cf equal Authority with the Originals z and ever after, one Deed 
ligned and ſealed by all the Parties, that recourſe may be had to it as often 
as there is occalion ; which will alſo be a means of preſcriing Deeds, in 
caſe of Fires or other ſuch Accidents, : 

In caſe of non-pa;ment, the Regiſter, after ſummoning the Party. con- 
cerned, to.deliver the Poſleſſion to the Creditors, without any other Suit 
in Law or Equity : Which would much encreaſe the Value of Lands f5 
entered, when the Creditor is ſure to recover his own again, with ſmall 
Charge, and no FHlizard, 

The Regiiter alſo to have power to receive both the Uſe and Principal 
in caſe of any difference between the Lender and the Borrower, after the 
- Mcthods of the King's Bench, having firſt ſummoned the Lender to ſhew 
cauſe why the Money ſhould not be paid in and the Security diſcharged : 
And the Money being ſo paid in, to lie in the Offcetill the Lender will take 
it out, or Giſpoſe ot it otherwiſe ; the Borrower in the meantime beirg as 
fully diſcharged both in Law and Equity, as if the Lender had received the 
Money and acquitted him. 

The Regiſter being thus t» be truſted, ought to be accountable for all his 
Servants and under Officers, but not for Fire, Thieves or War, if he 
has taken the beſt care he can to ſecure what is depoſited in his Hands. 

Or if it be thought too much to truſt the Regiſter both with the Money 
and the Records of this Regiſter, then there may be a Treaſurer appoint- 
ed for the Money, and the other be only the Keeper of the Records. But 
then the uniting them in one Perſon comes the neareſt to the nature of a 
Bank, and no Man that diſtruſts him will he under any neceſſity of putting 
or leaving his Money in his Hands : So that the Truſt, if any be, will be 
purely voluntary, 

There is nothing to be entred after the firſt Entry but the Mortgages ; 
Sales or Affigaments made upon any Eſtate, which ought always to have re- 
 Frrence to the firſt Entry, till the right of the whole or any part is aſſigned, 
and patſed over to another, and then to hegia 4c n9w0, as with a new 
Proprietor. 

No Mortgage, Jointure, Judgment, or Recognizance to be taken or ad- 
mitted in other Order, but that of the time when they are entred into the 
Regiſter ; and to take pe only upon the Remainder after all the Prior 
Creditors are paid both Uſe and Principal. 

When any Entry is to be made of Lands or Tencements, the fame ſhall 
be drawn up by the Counci! of the Poſleffor in Paper; and then be tranſcrib- 
ed faixly into the Regiſter?s Book, which ſhall beof Vellum, or very good 


Parchment, 


i 


ment, fairly and ſtrongly bonnd for continuance : And the Party that 
makes the Entry ſhall have a Copy of it in Vellum fignced by the Regiſter, 
without any Raſure or Interlineation, And if afterwards any ſuch thing 
appear in any Copy, it ſhall be taken for falſe, if ir differ from the Entry 
in the Book. | 

This Book ought to he in Engizſh, and written ina fair Hand that is known 
to all Men, that eyery Man that can write und read miy. underſtand his 


own Copy. 
The Entry of any Money lent, to be in ſome ſuch ſhort Form as 


this ; 
| Emorandum. The day of in the year of our Lord 


Fe in the Conny of Lent to. D, G. the 
Proprietor of the Sum of one hungred Pounds, to be paid with 


Jinereft at per cent. rhe day of 


This Form to he uſed when the Money is paid in the preſence of -the Re- 


giſter ; bur if otherwiſe, then the Form to be, 
Such an one acknowledged to have received of | 


To prevent any poſlibility of Fraud, a Copy of the Entry ſhall be given 
both to the Borrower and the Lender,exactly compared and examined by the 
Book, and interchangeably ſigned by.both Parties, . and alſo by the Regi- 
ſter and his Clerk ; the ſame to be indented. | | 

The Regiſter to have 5 -, for every Entry made in the ſaid Book, under, 
or of .an Rnndend Pounds the Tear, and one hundred Pounds in Money ; 
10 y. for two hundred Pounds, and ſo oaward ; the greateſt Sum to be 
50 7. and no more to he paid for any Entry whatioever. | 

To have 10 -s, for every Tranſcript to he taken out, beſides the Charge 
of the Copy, for ſearching and permitting the ſame to be tranſcribed. But 
if there be only a Search, and no Tranſcript, then 5 s. only to be paid. 

That Liberty may be given to any Morigazee or Lender to enter his Right 
to any Free-hold Eſtate upon any Mortgage entered before the paſling of 
the At, thcughthe Owner of the Land has not, or will not, enter or re- 
gi ter his Lands : And all Mortgages that are thus entred in the firſt ſix 
Months after the Office is opened, to paſs according to their Dates, but to 
be preferred befor2 any Mortgage, of what date focver it '15, that is not 
entred within the ſix Months, except the Mortgage prove,that at that time 


he was beyond. the Seas, | 
- To prevent Surprizes, it may be ts that all-the Free-hold Lands, en- 


tred into the Regiſter, be fixed upon the Market-Croſs of the next Mar- 

ket-Town to the Lands aforeſaid, and alſo in the Pariſh Church ; and that 

Lifts of all Perſons that ſhall ſo regiſter their Lands, be every Term hong 
C 


ap 


6s) 
rÞ/1} RO minſ or-Halt, ſo'that all the World that cate be any way concern'd” 
m thofeLLaitas miy have knowledge of it; ' - © TTUBEE | 
- That it may be declared Felony, without benefit of - Clergy, for any 
Man to regiſter as his own ancther Mars Lands z and that no Man be” ad- 
m1trec,ro regiiter till he 2s by Deeds. exhitiired, proved: his Tire, and 


thoſe Deeds to be left'ttr 7x Months in the'Rekiſter. © - "i; © | 

No Debtor other Incumbrance ty be enrrediwpon any Lands in the Re- 
viſter bur in the preſence of the Owner, or of an Attorney at Law, au- 
thorized {5 to do by the Warrant of the Owner, under his Hand and Seal, 
atteſted by three Witncles, and ſigned and certified to be true, by the 
next Juſtice of the Peace, to the Proprietor or Owner of the Land, and 
«11 this tnade good” by the* Aﬀidavit-of the Attorney\ſworn' before the Re- 
giſter,” ail filed in the aid Office. 'And the Attorney that ſhall make e- 
ny falſe Entry'to ſuffer as in'Caſe of Felony. 

A:rongit th: many Objections made againit theſe publick Regiſters,one is, 
that it will expoſe the Condition of every Man's Eſtate to all the World. 
This will in” great part. be prevented” by- the 'Prudence "of the Regiſter, 
v-hoſs Intereſt it will be to havetheLove' of all 'thoſe” that ate in the Re- 
Eliter, that it may grow, and with it his Profit. And yet he may by Law 
ze bonnd not to expoſe the Condition of any Man's Eſtate, but by his own 
conſent, and to ſich only as are to purchaſe or lend Money upon the ſame, 
end ſiicl; part only as they ate to be concerned with, | 

Tie Regiſter ought alfo'to have'a competent Allowance for- all Seatches 
Certificates, -and Letters: by him written or made, for the ſatisfaction of a-. 
ny Perſon that.is to purchaſe or lend any Money upon. any Eſtate that is 
entred.in the ſaid Regiſter. | | 

Beitdes the Fees that will be fit to be allowed to- the Regiſter, it will- be 
but reaſonable, that ſome ſmall Fees ſhould be aliowed to Clerks imployed 
tc draw up Copies, Bonds, Recognizances , Afdavits, and other fuch-like 
Wiltings, which wii; be of frequent uſe; and tieſe Fees may be regulated 
by the Jaftices of the Peace in their Quarter Sefions, and Tables ſigned by 
tem and the Regiſter be hung up in the Office, that every Man may be 


certain what he is to pay. © And alſo all rules 'of Frattice, Bye-Laws and - 
Orders, ought to be hung up, and th? ſame Method be uſed by and towards.” 


all that are to tranfadt any thing in the faid Office. 
Lhe belt place to fix this Office in, is the County-Town, or ſome other 
great place to which the Attorneys reſort once in every Month for the 


holding the Sheriit's Court ; and by conſequence this Aﬀeair may be then- 


difpatched without making a Journey to no.other purpoſe. 

Tie larger the, Bounds of. the Office is, the leſs will the Fees of the Re-- 
giſter* be; whereas, 'jf hjs Bounds are ſmall, he muſt have- the greater Fees 
to make up a Sum worth his, while : And it is' the cheapneſs and facility -of* 
procuring Money, that is the Benefit deſigned to the Porrdwet, as Cer- 
tainty and Security is to the Lender. If we can gain theſe two Foints, the 

prin- 


\ 
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Puincipal Benefit of Lands-1s gai..ed, which 1s to make tte, Funds. for A ſj: 
carrying oa the: Trade of the Nation to - the publick and, private Bene, ks 1 
fit, N? 

\ . . That ia caſe of any MiSfeafance a Complaint, Kill or Information my A 
be filed againſt the Regifer in the publick Aſſizes for ths County by the ma- \Y 
jor part of the Grand-Jury for the ſaid. County 5 at wiſich the & gifer all uy 

[ ever be,obliged.to be preſent, and to. which he ſhall iinmediately, picad.; 'N 
and the next following Aſſizes the thing ſhall. be heard and :rried' by the | \\ 

: 


next Grand-Jary : The 7-/ze and the Beach, who ſhall have a tull aud fi- 
nal Power agreeing altogether (tor cach of them is ſuppoſed to have a ne- 
gative Voice) .to diſcharge the {aid Rezitter from his . Employmeat, -or, to 


fie him as they thin « fit,. without any Appeal to any other Conrt whatſon | 
ever. © And no Complaint ſhall be received againit the Regiſter as concern- : BY 
ing his Office, but in the Aſſizes of the ſame County. It may be preſumed * 9 \ 
11! Men will bear il! will againſt a Perſon that is ſuppoſed to have Power to | 


force them to be honeſt, contrary to their Inclination, . And. when the 


Office is once ſetled, and appearcth to have any Profit;in it, then Envy, ''h? 
Covetouſnelſs, and all the other ill Humours of Men. will, work Row prduly ; (br 
ly aga:nſt him to get him out that ſome faQtious and popular Min may fi 
z get into the place ; againſt all which the utmoſt care is. ta be taken to ſe- «) 


cure an honeſt Man without encoufaging a Knave (if ſuch an one ſhoul . 
ha pen to get in) to hope for impunity, Ml _ 
* The ſame Free-holders may,if they think fit, chooſe a Treaſurer belides; - 
the Regiſter, to take care of all Moneys lodged for the ſaid Office , or .- 
paid jnto.,it ; and then the Regiſter will only be charged. with ;thegkeep- -- 
ing the Records of the faid Office. In this Office all,,Deeds.and Waklge 
relating to Free-hold Eſtates eſpecially, might alſo be recorded for the 
preſervation of them. NY NS ities Shi a+ 
- All thats deſired is but this, that all that will may haveliberty to re- 
giſter their Free-hold Lands and Tenements; to aſcertain the Titles any h- 
cumhrances that are upon them ; and-not that any Man that-anggds ;it jnov 
ſhould be compelled ſo to do. And that any Man. that has<gpigda his, 
Lands, may w:thdraw the ſame againas ſoon as he has diſchaxzed*sll the | 
Debts that were due upon it; there being nothing deligned;bug.the. ſecyrs2-. x 
ty of Purchaſers and Lenders. 

This would have theſe* good EffeRts ; + 


r. It wonld make the Titles of Free-hold Eſtates as certain as that ot -, 
the Copy-holds ; of which there !s no certainty now by reaſon of latent. - 
Deeds, | | 

3. Tt would prevent Frauds in Buying and 'Selling , Borrowing '-and - 
Lending. The Borrower could not impoſe upon the Lender, becauſe his . 
Eſtate. would appear in the Regiſter as it was : Nor conld the Lender fm-- 

vole 
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45% any hard Terms upon the Borrower, becauſe he would be able "is 
ein ie to pay hin off, and tran;%er the Lebt to another Man. y 


3. This would certainly lower the Intereſt of Money ;- encreaſe 'Trade 
And Husbapdry. : | : 

And if Liberty were given to transfer the Copies, the Money lent might 4 
be aſſigned from one Man to another, as the Bank Bills are: So that in 
time it would be a kind of County-Bank ; and Money there lodged would 
be berrer ſecured than in any private Man's Houſe whereſoever. 


| 4. The ſmalleſt Summ, -even to fre Pound, might - have -Land Secu- 
rity, and the pooreſt Borrower, or Lender, an cahe, cheap, and ſpeedy 


| Jaſtice. 


Thereccan nothing be ſo wiſely contrived but it will be attended with 
ſome Inconveniences ; and I will moſt readily grant this has many and great 
.Inconveniences which will follow upon the ſetling of it , the Proſpe& of 
which hath hitherto prevented the obtaining This delired Liberty, 


"x. This will prevent great numbers of Law-Suits, for which there will 
thien be no occaſion , frequens Fines,- Procuration and Continuation Mo- 
ney ; which will bring great loſs to the Lawyers and Money-Scriveners, 
. and+£0 ſome of the moſt thriving Uſurers. 

-/2. It will diſcover thoſe Men that have mortgaged their Lands two, 
tree, or more times over, and perhaps for more than they are worth. 


3, It will reduce the greater Ufurers to moderation and fair dealings, 


_ 1 do therefore expe all theſe Men will oppoſe it to the ntmoſt; as it 
is their latereſt to do : For though they cannot take away the Integrity of 
' an honeſt Man, yet great care is to be taken it may not be known which 
ave ſach. For when Xneves are once detected they are undone ; and by 
hemthe Lawyer, Money-Scrivener, &c, get all their Wealth, 
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